Tracing the elusive urban imprints of paidia and















Drawing	 on	 Dr	 Penélope	 Plaza’s	 urban	 artivism	 in
Caracas,	 Venezuela	 as	 co-founder	 of	 CollectiVoX	 and
active	 member	 of	 the	 playful	 protest	 collective	 Ser
Urbano,	 this	 UROP	 placement	 offers	 the	 opportunity	 to
make	a	meaningful	contribution	to	research	by	carrying
out	 a	 historiographical	 survey	 of	 traditional	 and
contemporary	 forms	 of	 ‘analogue’	 play	 that	 bridge
cultures,	generations	and	abilities.	
The	UROP	 student	will	 produce	 an	 illustrated	 catalogue
of	 play-forms,	 play-objects	 and	play-spaces	drawing	on













































































































James	 McNeill	 Whistler,	 Variations	 in	 Violet	 and	 Grey—Market	 Place,
Dieppe,	 1885.	 Gouache	 and	 watercolor	 on	 off-white	 wove	 paper,
mounted	 on	 academy	 board	 (20.2	 x	 12.7	 cm).	 Gift	 of	 Douglass
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Drawing	 on	 Dr	 Penélope	 Plaza’s	 urban	 artivism	 in
Caracas,	 Venezuela	 as	 co-founder	 of	 CollectiVoX	 and
active	 member	 of	 the	 playful	 protest	 collective	 Ser
Urbano,	 this	 UROP	 placement	 offers	 the	 opportunity	 to
make	a	meaningful	contribution	to	research	by	carrying
out	 a	 historiographical	 survey	 of	 traditional	 and
contemporary	 forms	 of	 ‘analogue’	 play	 that	 bridge
cultures,	generations	and	abilities.	
The	UROP	 student	will	 produce	 an	 illustrated	 catalogue
of	 play-forms,	 play-objects	 and	play-spaces	drawing	 on
Caillois	 categories	 of	 Paidia	 (spontaneous	 play)	 and
Ludus	(structured	play).
School	of	Architecture,	University	of	Reading
Principal	Investigator:	Dr	Penélope	Plaza
UROP	student:	Oreoluwa	Ijinigba
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